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An Introduction to the APA’s Panel on
International Developments in Polygraphy

Frank Horvath!

In 2005, at the APA seminar in San
Antonio, the first-ever APA “International”
panel was organized. The purpose of the
Panel was to serve as a forum for discussion
of contemporary events in Polygraphy and
Credibility Assessment in countries outside of
the U.S. The advent of the internet, changes
in social, political and legal areas, the menace
of terrorism and the growing problem of trans-
national crime have raised the need for an
awareness of developments in the field of
Polygraphy. The panel was the APA’s initial
step in that direction.

The International Panel presentations,
hopefully, will be a continuing feature of the
annual seminar. Generally the organization
will be as follows: Each Panel will consist of
three or four presenters, each from a different
country. Panelists will make a 20-30 minute
presentation, after opening remarks from the
moderator. After the featured “country”
presentations, the moderator will summarize
and integrate the important points. That will
be followed by a question and answer session,
with questions posed by audience members to
the panelists. This organization is intended to
promote greater interest in international
issues and a better understanding of how
practices and policies in other countries are
related to those in the U.S.

In addition to a presentation at the
seminar, each panelist also agrees to prepare
a more detailed paper, in a relatively
consistent way, that will be submitted to the
APA’s Editor for publication consideration.
Examples of items that are to be covered in
each of the papers include: Who is credited
with the initial development of polygraph
testing in the country? When? Who uses
polygraph testing? How many examiners are

there and how are they selected and trained?
What kind of instrumentation is used? What
are the dominant procedures (“techniques”) in
use? What are the legal issues of most
concern? What is the public perception of
Polygraphy?

In past issues of Polygraph papers
from several International Panels have been
published. In this issue of we are pleased to
publish a paper from the International Panel
in 2005. In this paper the author describes
Polygraphy in South Korea. The author is a
trained polygraph examiner and he is also
very active in a number of other areas of
interest to the examiner community. He is a
highly respected member of the Korean
National Police University  with an
appointment approved by the President of
South Korea. His paper is based on
information derived from his personal
experiences, the available literature and his
in-depth discussion with a number of police
polygraph examiners in South Korea.

About the author
Yung Hyeock Lee, Ph.D.

The author is an Associate Professor in
the Department of Public Administration at
the Korea National Police University. He
earned a Bachelor of Law at KNPU, Master of
Public Affairs in Judicial and Security
Administration at the Yeon-Sei University,
South Korea, and his M.S. and Ph.D. at the
School of Criminal Justice at Michigan State
University. Before he joined KNPU in 2003 he
held the position of Assistant professor in the
Department of Criminal Justice at the
University of Toledo in Ohio. He received an
outstanding faculty award from KNPU for five

1Dr. Horvath is a Past President of the APA, as well as an Associate Editor and regular contributor to this

publication.
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consecutive years since 2004. He is recognized
as one of the leading scholars in Criminal
Justice in South Korea and has been
interviewed on television, in newspapers and
in other mass media outlets more than 300
times regarding various issues of crime and
justice policies. He is currently serving as an
Advisory Committee Member of National Anti-
Terrorism Task Force. His background
includes eight years of police experience with
the South Korean National Police Agency as a
supervisor in the criminal investigation unit,
crime prevention division, and riot control
squad. His research interests include police
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criminal investigation, general issues of
forensic science, serial homicide, comparative
criminology, and national security. He is
currently studying in the System Science
Graduate program at Portland  State
University in Oregon and is thrilled to learn
how to map out complex causal feedback
using System Dynamics approaches; he is
applying this in order to scientifically simulate
criminal justice systems. His Professional

Polygraph Examiner’s Basic Training (400
hours) was completed at the American
International Institute of Polygraph in
Georgia.
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